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Abstract. Melancholia is arguably the only disease
name to have remained in continuous medical use
the the

international classifications. This paper reads that

from Hippocratic corpus to current
extraordinary longevity through a double thesis:
whereas the semantic field of Greek mania was
narrowed and divided between two heirs (as argued in
the companion paper), melancholia shows the inverse
pattern — permanence of the name, metamorphoses of
the thing. The referent rotated from black bile through
(Problemata XXX,1),

Burton’s encyclopaedic condition of mortality, Pinel’s

the temperament of genius

partial delirium and Esquirol’s failed rebaptism as
lypémanie, Kraepelin’s demotion of the name between
the 3rd (1889) and 6th (1899) editions of the
Psychiatrie, Freud’s object-loss, Tellenbach’s typus
melancholicus, and the DSM-III eclipse — down to its
survival as a specifier: “with melancholic features” in
DSM-5 and, verbatim,
with melancholia” (6A80.3) in the ICD-11 CDDR. What

the name carried across twenty-five centuries — a

“current depressive episode

symptomatic core, a weight that “depression” cannot
bear (Styron), and an unresolved contestation revived
by Taylor and Fink — is the subject of the closing
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