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Abstract (English)
This chapter, the keystone of the serial study The
Origins of Psychiatry, adopts and grounds Gladys
Swain's thesis that psychiatry was born around 1800
with Philippe Pinel. Foucault's Histoire de la folie and
the positivist historiography that opposes it share a
single premise: that the birth of psychiatry consisted in
the conquest of an objective gaze upon madness.
both,
systematically distinguishing the first edition (an IX,

Against Swain's  philological operation—
1800/1801) of Pinel's Traité médico-philosophique sur
I'aliénation mentale from the second (1809)—discloses
a third position: what arrived with Pinel was not
objectivity but the cognitive apparatus of the subject of
madness (le sujet de la folie): madness is never total;
the insane retain a distance from their own alienation,
and that distance opens the possibility of therapeutic

exchange.

The argument proceeds through five moments: the
bibliographical demonstration of Foucault's defective
citation, which claims the first edition while in fact
relying on the institutionalized second; the discovery
of subjectivity in moral treatment and the paradox
embodied in manie sans délire—the simultaneous
discovery of the subject and reintroduction of non-
subjective

imagery; the negative constitution of

psychiatry's object in the Nosographie philosophique,
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progressively emptied of its organic causality; Hegel's
philosophical ratification of 1817, for which madness is
not the abstract loss of reason but "a contradiction
within reason still present" (ein blofSer Widerspruch in
der noch vorhandenen Vernunft); and Esquirol's
inheritance and first contraction—the externalization,
under forensic pressure, of the criterion of madness
from the subject's inner involvement to outwardly
ascertainable signs, a distant prototype of operational

diagnosis after DSM-III (1980).

The chapter's distinctive contribution lies in its
integrated reading of two primary texts of Henri Ey
separated by twenty-three years—Etude n°3 of the
Etudes psychiatriques (1948), "d'un seul coup, avec
Pinel, l'étincelle a jailli," and the 1971 critique of
Foucault, with its Wier-Bodin foundation and Pinelian
consecration—reconstructing Ey's account of origins
as a triple structure (philosophical-anthropological
foundation, ritual consecration, scientific spark)
essentially isomorphic with Swain's position. To adopt
Swain is thus to reactivate Ey's own longue-durée view

of the birth of psychiatry.

Keywords: Philippe Pinel; Gladys Swain; the subject of
madness (le sujet de la folie); Traité médico-philosophique,
first edition (an IX) and second edition (1809); moral
treatment; manie sans délire; Pussin; Hegel, Philosophie
des Geistes (1817); Henri Ey, Etudes psychiatriques;
Michel Claude Quétel;

Esquirol; externalization and operational diagnosis; origins

organo-dynamism; Foucault;

of psychiatry
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